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1996
EBT require-
ments estab-

lished; Welfare

Reform law
eliminated
eligibility of
most legal

aliens-EBT was
made manda-

tory via the

Mickey Leland

Act
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HISTORY of the Food Stamp Program (FSP) to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

?
>

2

participation
down almost
6m from 1996-
the sharpest
drop
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National eligi- '1I'P9127Food
bility standards Stamp Act-
expands ben- Natio?\Wide
efits based on
cost of FSP repla.ces
adequate EQTDI;O?”V
§: diet-9.4m distribution;
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power and
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nutrition
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Research, Electronic
Extension, and Benefit Trans-
Education fer Interoper-
Reform Act- ability and
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eligibility to ~ established
some qualified Interoperabil-
immigrants- ity to accept
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EBT-
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fellto 17.2m
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) Time Line

1979
Eliminated the 1981,
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requirement- Budget Recon-
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snd costs- standards;
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1983
Economic
recession-FSP
participation
peaked at 22m
then fell stead-
ily with a
stronger
economy
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1985
Provisions of the
Food Security
Act restored

" benefit cuts;
eliminated sales
tax on food
stamp purchases

2008

FSP name
changed to
SNAP; Food
Conservation
and Energy
Act-prohibits
States from
issuing paper
coupons; Farm
Bill added more
$ to Nutrition
Programs
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2009
Stimulus Bill
raises benefits to
13.6%; coupons
de-obligated as
legal tender and
replaced by
EBT-nearly 38m
participants-
helping 1in 8
Americans



