Summer Meals Newsletter

SPRING

MAY 2015

IS HERE AND SUMMER IS NEAR:

IT’S TIME TO KICK YOUR PLANNING INTO HIGH GEAR!

summer Meal Flyers

The new Summer Meal Flyers have arrived!

Summer meal outreach can be done by

ANYONE, ANYWHERE, so make sure to

share these resources with all partners.

Schools, grocery stores, health agencies, places
of worship, and other places frequented by

Upcoming Summer Meals Webinars

Continue to share these dates with your sponsors
and partners. FNS directs webinar participants to
their State agency for further assistance, so tune in
to see who we are sending your way!

Promotion Strategies & Site Activities
Wednesday, May 6th, 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

families are great for posting flyers! To reach

more kids, encourage sponsors to share the

flyers with these and other grassroots
community organizations.

Click here to check out the flyers:

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/raise-awareness

Using Media to Promote SFSP
Thursday, May 21st, 2:30pm-3:30pm ET

New to the Program? Ask the USDA!
Wednesday, June 10th, 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

Returning to the Program? Ask the USDA!
Wednesday, June 17th, 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

¥ To register, visit:
¢/ www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/20 | 5-summer-meals-webinars

View previously recorded webinars here:
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/20 | 5-summer-meals-recorded-
webinars

What's New? Summer Meal Toolkit Pages!

Connecting senior nutrition and summer
meals for children is a priority for the
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) and a
best practice to increase community
engagement and site participation. State
agencies can reach out to senior
organizations, such as AARP, National
Aging Network, and Meals on Wheels
to develop local summer meal partners.

For more tips on linking senior and child
meals, check out this FNS toolkit page:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/

files/sfsp/SMT-
Intergenerational Model.pdf

State agencies know that strong partnerships are key to
any successful summer meal program! Partnering with
your State Department of Transportation (DOT) can
result in many benefits. Sites can engage with DOT by
inviting DOT staff and partner organizations to provide
fun, transportation-themed site activities and “Safety
Days.” State agencies and sponsors may qualify for DOT
funding, or work in collaboration with other State, local,
and community organizations to apply for grants.

Check out the new FNS toolkit page on DOT
partnerships to learn how your State can benefit from
the resources DOT has to offer:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT -

DOT.pdf
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Site Promotion Stralegies

FNS relies on State agencies to provide accurate information about site locations so families know where
they can find summer meals. State agencies must complete these tasks, making updates when necessary:

¢ ldentify a point of contact (POC). States should identify one or more POCs to submit their site
data to FNS.

¢ Input summer meal sites into FNS 543a form. This form can be accessed here:
http://www.nhc.fns.usda.gov/file/revised-sfsp-templatefns-543a0584-0474x|sx

o Submit forms to FNS. State agencies can submit their 543A forms to
summertechsupport@fns.usda.gov. This address is monitored Monday-Friday from 9:00am-5:30pm ET.

Check out the Site Promotion Strategies toolkit page for more information:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-Promotion_States.pdf

Summer Memo Updates

Site Caps in SFSP - Revised Rural Designations in SFSP - Revised
This memo clarifies the meal This memo clarifies guidance on rural
disallowance requirements as they  designations and highlights the FNS Rural
relate to site caps, and provides Designation Map. If a previously rural site is
flexibility enabling SFSP sponsors of no longer considered rural, States are
vended sites to request strongly encouraged to seek the approval
adjustments when meals are of the appropriate FNS Regional Office to
served in excess of site caps. designate the site as rural.

For more information, visit: For more information, visit: http://
http://www.fns.usda.gov/site-caps- ~ www.fns.usda.gov/rural-designations-
summer-food-service-program- summer-food-service-program

revised

Update on SFSP Characleristics Study

Thank you for participating in the first SFSP Participant Characteristics administrative data
request! Here are the key next steps for State agencies.

From April to June, Optimal Solutions Group, LLC, will contact you to request your
preliminary list of new sponsors and sites for 2015. Outreach to State agencies will occur in
phases, based on the date of your new sponsor application deadline. In June or July, Optimal
will request your final list of new sponsors and sites for 2015.

Starting in May, some of your sponsors will be contacted to participate in a webinar and
complete a survey. About 300 sponsors will be selected nationwide. Starting in June, 350 sites

nationwide will be asked to complete a survey.

More background on the study is available on PartnerVWeb. We appreciate your participation!
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