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Upcoming Public Summer Meals Webinars 
Continue to share these dates with your sponsors and 
partners. FNS directs webinar participants to their 
State agency for further assistance, so tune in to see 
who we are sending your way.  
 

Using Media to Promote SFSP 
Wednesday, APR 8th – 3:00pm-4:00pm EDT 

Best Practices for Successful Kick Off Events 
Wednesday, APR 15th – 3:00pm-4:00pm EDT 

Engage and Recruit Site Staff & Volunteers 
Wednesday, APR 29th – 4:00pm-5:00pm EDT 

Promotion Strategies & Site Activities  
Wednesday, MAY 6th – 3:00pm-4:00pm EDT 
 

To register, please visit: 
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/2015-summer-meals-webinars  

 

View previously recorded FNS webinars here:  
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/2015-summer-meals-recorded- 

webinars 

What’s New? 

In addition to working with non-profits, there are 
many Federal partnerships that FNS has fostered to 
help support SFSP. Now is the time to contact agency 
representatives in your State to plan for expansion in 
Summer 2015!  
 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
HUD is teaming up with USDA to reach more  
children who live in low-incoming housing, helping to 
ensure all kids have access to nutritious meals when 
school is out. Housing providers represent a strong 
partner for summer meal programs! See how this 
partnership can help remove transportation and other 
barriers for children who may otherwise have  
difficulty reaching a feeding site. To find housing  
resources and connect with potential sponsors and sites, 
get in touch with your local housing authority: 
www.phada.org/ha_list.php. 
 
 
 

Rural Development (RD) 
USDA Rural Development provides grants and 
technical assistance to States and non-profits  
interested in expanding summer meal programs in 
rural communities. For information on the Community 
Facilities Direct Loan and Grant Program visit: 
www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-
direct-loan-grant-program. 
 
StrikeForce  
This USDA initiative focuses on creating  
economic opportunity in the Nation’s most impov-
erished counties. StrikeForce has helped millions of 
children receive summer meals in twenty 
StrikeForce States. To get in contact with your State’s 
StrikeForce coordinator, go to: www.usda.gov/wps/
portal/usda/usdahome?
contentidonly=true&contentid=get-involved-
strikeforce.xml 

Upcoming Trainings 
The site database and the National Hunger Clearing-
house website are now managed by FNS. We have also 
contracted with the New York City Coalition Against 
Hunger) to manage the Hunger Hotline. The toll-free 
numbers have not changed,1-866-3-Hungry or 1-877-8-
Hambre. The Hotline will continue to serve as the only 
place everyone across the country can go to find a 
summer meals site in their community! 
 

Our team at the National Office is hosting a series of 
trainings for State agency staff to ensure folks at all  
levels understand this new process. The upcoming 
State agency trainings are on April 1st, April 8th,  
April 15th, and April 22nd at 3:00 pm EDT.  
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Proactive Planning: What to do this Month  
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Summer Kick-off Success 
National SFSP Kick-off Week is set for 
June 1-5! Now is the time to start planning  
kick-off events throughout your State. Tips  
to ensure you have a great kick-off event  
include: 
 

 Seek Official Support 
 Promote the Kickoff 
 Invite Local Celebrities  
 Serve a Special Lunch 
 Have Fun! 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON COLORADO 
  

A kick-off event is a great way to advertise the 
nutritious and tasty food sites will be serving  
children throughout the summer! At a kick-off 
event in Colorado, Chef Mark DeNittis  
prepared lunch and shared healthy,  
kid-friendly recipes from Cooking Matters.  
For more information on the Colorado kick-
off, visit: http://blog.hungerfreecolorado.org/
news/100-children-served-at-sfsp-launch/  
 

 Prepare State staff for site visits.  
 Identify underserved areas, and ask sponsors if they are willing to expand their meal 

services to those areas.  
 Ensure that areas of highest need have meal service sites that children will be able  

to access.  
 Be prepared to answer questions from new sites and sponsors.  

Mobile Feeding: Alabama’s Superfood Express 
Alabama rolled out the first ever “Superfood Express,” a mobile feeding bus developed by  
Mobile County Public Schools (MCPS). The Superfood Express, a surplus school bus outfitted 
with warmers, coolers, tables, lights, video and audio system, and canopy, was designed to 
provide children with a fun SFSP experience. MCPS used the bus primarily in rural areas,  
allowing them to reach 98,000 children in 2014. MCPS plans to add two more busses to the 
fleet in 2015.  
 

If your State wants to expand its mobile feeding efforts, check out MCPS’ resources 
on the creation of the Superfood Express. They created a handbook outlining  
everything from acquiring a bus to creating kid friendly menus. You can also see the 
transformation of the “Superfood Express.” More information is at http://
www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-Mobile_Feeding.pdf 
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