Summer

SPRING

What’s New?

Upcoming Public Summer Meal Webinars
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/20 | 5-summer-meals-webinars
Continue to share these dates with your sponsors
and partners. FNS directs webinar participants to
their State agency for further assistance, so tune in to
see who we are sending your way.

IS HERE AN

KICK YOUR PLANNING

Using Partnerships to Enhance Your Program

- Tuesday, MAR 10th 2015 — 2:30pm - 3:30pm EST
Transitioning from CACFP Afterschool Meals

- Wednesday, MAR 25th 2015 3:00pm - 4:00pm EST
Using Traditional and Social Media to Promote SFSP
-Wednesday APR 8th 2015- 3:00pm-4:00pm EST

Best Practices for Successful Kick Off Events
-Wednesday APR 15th 2015— 3:00pm-4:00pm EST

View previously recorded FNS webinars here:
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/20 | 5-summer-meals-recorded-
webinars
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1S NEAR IT
INTO HIGH GEAR

D SUMMER IS TIME TO

Upcoming Trainings

As you may know, Why Hunger is no longer managing
the SFSP site database nor the Hunger Hotline. Instead,
FNS will manage the SFSP site database and National
Hunger Clearinghouse website starting on April 3, 2015.
Also, starting on April 3, USDA will contract with
NYCCAH (New York City Coalition Against Hunger)
to manage the Hunger Hotline. The Hunger Hotline
number has not changed and remains 1-866-3-Hungry
or |1-877-8-Hambre. The Hotline will continue to
serve as the only place anyone in the country can go to
find a summer meals site in their community.

Our team at the National Office will host a series of
trainings for State agency staff to ensure folks at all lev-
els understand this new process. There will be five State
agency trainings every Wednesday at 3pm EST
starting March 25th.

Resources for Stale Agencies

National Partners at the Local Level

There are many national partners working with the
USDA in order to promote SFSP. Now is the time to
reach out to State and local chapters of these organiza-
tions to plan for summer 2015 expansion.

First Book

Over the summer, students who don’t engage in aca-
demic activities can lose up to two months of grade
level equivalency in math and reading skills. That is
where organizations like First Book come in. First Book
provides free and reduced price books to programs
and schools serving low income children. This year, all
SFSP sites are eligible to provide books to participating
children. State agencies should help connect their spon-
sors to First Book to make these books available at
their summer sites. Visit our toolkit page to learn more
about SFSP’s partnership with First Book:
www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-
UsingFirstBookatYourSummerMealSite.pdf

Feeding America

Feeding America addresses hunger in America by sup-
porting food banks across the country. They have made
SFSP a priority over the past 5 years and encourage
their food banks to participate in the Program. Reach
out to your local Feeding America food banks to see if
they are interested in administering, promoting or ex-
panding SFSP this summer. For more information visit
their website: www.feedingamerica.org/our-response/
we-feed-children/summer-feeding-program/

YMCA-USA

YMCA is an organization that provides a variety of ac-
tivities in thousands of communities across the country.
The Y is a strong supporter of SFSP and is a great place
for children to eat and participate in fun activities dur-
ing the summer. In order to increase SFSP capacity, Y-
USA provides grants to Y’s that administer SFSP. Reach
out to local Y’s in your State to see if they are interest-
ed in administering or expanding the Program. Visit
their website: www.ymca.net/summer-food-program
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Update on SESP Characteristics Study

Update on SFSP Characteristics Study

Data collection has begun for the SFSP Characteristics Study. Thank you for participating in the first
administrative data request which was due in late January! To recap the key next steps for State
Agencies:

e April or May 2015: Optimal Solutions Group, LLC, will contact each State agency to request

the preliminary list of 2015 sponsors and sites

e June or July 2015: Optimal will request a final list of 2015 sponsors and sites
Beginning in May, some sponsors will be contacted to participate in a webinar and complete a survey;
300 will be selected nationwide. Beginning in June, some sites will be asked to complete a survey; 350
will be selected nationwide. More background on the study is available on PartnerWeb, including the
introductory webinar for State agencies and a Q&A document. FNS appreciates your participation in
this important study!

duccessiul Otfer versus Serve (OVS)

In January 2015, FNS issued guidance that expanded and updated OVS requirements. The changes were
made to ensure children receive an adequately nutritious meal. It is important that you and the sponsors in
your State are aware of the new SFSP OVS guidance to ensure all meals served are reimbursable. FNS has
created several resources to help States and sponsors understand the new SFSP OVS guidance.

e Check out the new guidance, including information on the difference between a food component and
food item, here: www.fns.usda.gov/summer-meal-programs-meal-service-requirements-qas-revised.

e Visit the Summer Meals Toolkit page “How to Do Offer Versus Serve (OVS)” at www.fns.usda.gov/
sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-OfferVersusServe.pdf for more information on the requirements and
examples of reimbursable meals.

Be sure to include the new SFSP OVS guidance and these resources in your sponsor trainings this year!

dchool Engagement

Upcoming Events-School Nutrition Association Conferences

In each State, the School Nutrition Association (SNA) State Associates host an annual conference
on school food programs and other related issues. Now is a great time to contact the SNA chapter
in your State to learn more details about the conference. If you are interested in speaking at an
SNA conference, FNS can help you prepare a presentation. Visit this website to find your State
SNA’s website: schoolnutrition.org/AboutSNA/StateAssociations/

No Kid Hungry School Calculator

This calculator is a tool that helps schools and districts understand the finances of op-
erating SFSP, the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs, and the at-risk after-
school meals component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program. Based on infor-
mation entered, the calculator shows users their annual estimated costs, reimburse-
ments and increases in student participation for operating more than one program.
Check out the calculator here: bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/business-model-tool-0.

summer Food ROCKS
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