DATE:
TO:

FROM:

RE: 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Opportunity 
Funding for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program is available for the XXXX-XXXX school year through Section 19 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act.  The purpose of the program is to increase elementary school children’s consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables, to expose elementary school students to new fruits and vegetables, to improve healthy eating habits and, to help elementary schools create healthier school food environments.  $_____ will be awarded for the grant period of __________ through ___________.  The grant will be awarded in two parts on: 00/00/0000 and 00/00/0000.

Elementary schools will be chosen through the discretionary grant process.  The level of funding provided to any one school depends on the enrollment of your school.  Multiple schools from the same district can apply although not all are guaranteed to be chosen.  A small percentage of operating funds may be used for expenses such as the preparation and distribution of the fruits and vegetables.  Ten percent of the total grant award may be used for administrative expenses.  The project should be structured so that maximum benefits go directly to children. 
Schools will be selected by the State agency, based on guidance and oversight by USDA.  Section 19(d) of the National School Lunch Act states the selection criteria for schools to participate in this program: 

· To the maximum extent possible, highest priority will be given to schools with the HIGHEST proportion of children who are eligible for free and reduced price meals. 

· Schools must be elementary schools, or have the ability to separate out elementary school students in a K-12 program. 

· Schools must operate the National School Lunch Program.
· Schools must have 50% or more of its students eligible for free/reduced price meals. 

Applications for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program grant MUST provide the following:

· A certification of support signed by the school food service manager, the school principal, and the district superintendent or equivalent positions as determined by the school. 

· The percentage of students eligible for free and reduced price school lunches

A plan for implementation of the program, including efforts to integrate the FFVP with other efforts to either promote sound health and nutrition, reduce overweight and obesity, or promote physical activity.  
It would be beneficial to: 

· Address in your implementation or operational plan “who does what and where” to ensure that all operational guidelines are followed.  In addition, your school should develop a monthly budget to track expenditures. 

· Establish partnerships at the local level with grocers, Health Departments, or extension services.  

Additional tips, best practices and guidance can be found on the USDA Food and Nutrition Service Website at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/ffvp/FFVPResources.htm.

The grant application will be available by ________ and can be found on our website at: __________. Please download the application, fill out the application electronically, print a copy and have it signed by the appropriate staff members. Once signed, submit the application to:

Applications are due no later then________________________.

Questions regarding this funding opportunity can be directed to: _____________ OR ______________.
