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Promising Practices 

Promising Practices: 

 Provide Activities 
 Be Creative with Partnerships 

 Recruit and Utilize Volunteers 
 Conduct Outreach 
 Make Sites Visible 

 FNS Outreach Toolkit 
 Utilize 211 and/or the National Hunger Hotline 

 1-866-3-HUNGRY 
 1-877-8-HAMBRE  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ok, so let’s talk promising practices quickly to hit on some highlights of having a successful program.  

First of all, the most successful summer programs offer activities for kids. Kids are much more likely to come out for a meal when there is an activity  to keep them there. Activities include anything from sports, tutoring, arts and crafts, to more creative activities with community partners. One of the most innovative activity partnerships we’ve heard about is one where a local credit union offered kid and teen-friendly financial lessons like how to open a bank account, how to balance a check book, and how to handle savings to kids at a summer food site, this was a great activity lesson for older kids.  

Other great partnerships involved a summer food site in Eureka, California teaming up with a local transit authority and UPS to deliver meals to hard to reach areas.  The story is attached in the handouts section.  

Be creative with other partnerships and use volunteers. 

And then there is good old fashioned outreach and making your sites visible so people know where to go and feel comfortable going there. Nothing can beat getting out there and walking the neighborhoods you are trying to serve. Hang those door hangers with site information, hang signs and hand out flyers. All the technology in the world can’t replace having a conversation or posting signs about where kids can go to get meals in the summer.  You can see on the photo on this slide the big “kids eat free” sign.  That is sure to draw some attention and let people know that your program is feeding kids.  

The FNS Outreach Toolkit has other suggestions and templates for outreach.  

Something of a new trend in Summer Food outreach- many organizations are using 211 the social services hotline to advertize summer site locations, as well as the National Hunger Hotline.   If you have 211 in your area, it is worth checking out as it is a great service. The National Hunger Hotline is available on the National level and we strongly encourage States, sponsors and sites to make sure your open site information is there.  The National Hunger Hotline tells people where open sites are near them and even has an online map where people can enter their address and find sites nearby.  This service is free for everyone.   






USDA Resources!!! 

 Site Supervisor’s Guide: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer/library/handbooks.html 

 

 Outreach toolkit: http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/Outreach.htm 

 

 Main USDA Summer Food page: www.summerfood.usda.gov 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you’re thinking about being a site supervisor: 
Take a look at our Site Supervisor’s Guide for great information.  It’s included in the handouts tab.  

Take a look at our outreach toolkit, it’s also included in the handouts tab.  

Outreach includes many different activities. It can be sending letters home with children for their parents to learn about the program. Or it can be hosting a kick-off event to celebrate the start of summer and inviting your local newspaper, radio station, or TV station. It can also be creating a partnership with a local company that will provide activities or programs for the children at the feeding site. 

Then finally there is our main USDA Summer Food page which can direct you to all things SFSP.  
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http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer/library/handbooks.html
http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/Outreach.htm
http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/


Food Research & Action Center 
Resources 

 FRAC website: www.frac.org Summer & 
Afterschool Nutrition Programs 
 Summer Meals Matter Monthly Call Series 
 Simplified Summer Toolkit 
 Standards of Excellence 
 

Signe Anderson 
sanderson@frac.org 
Office:202 986-2200 

 
 

http://www.frac.org/
mailto:sanderson@frac.org
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