
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Background 
 
This report is the latest in a series on trends in 
Food Stamp Program participation rates based 
on the March Current Population Survey. This 
report focuses on changes in rates from 1999 to 
2001. Two sets of participation rates are 
presented: one for September and the other an 
average for each fiscal year (FY). The 
September participation rates provide a point-in-
time estimate whereas the FY rates provide an 
average rate over the course of a year. 
 
While both sets of estimates provide useful 
information, the FY average rates have some 
methodological advantages. First, because there 
is a larger sample size of participants, the 
sampling errors are smaller, particularly for 
subgroup rates. Second, the FY average rates 
also use a consistent measure for participants 
and eligibles (a 12-month average), while the 
September rates use a specific month for 
participants and an average month for eligibles. 
 

Findings 
 
Overall Trends  
 
The September series shows that the 
participation rate for individuals rose three 
points between September 1999 and September 
2001, from 59 percent to 62 percent, following 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
five consecutive years of falling participation 
rates. The corresponding rates for the FY 
averages follow a somewhat different trend. The 
average number of people participating in the 
program fell slightly between FY 1999 and FY 
2001 (participation levels in 2001 did not begin 
rising until summer 2001). As a result, the FY 
average participation rates fell one point - from 
61 percent to 60 percent. 
 
Trends Among Subgroups 
 
Regardless of whether measured in September 
or FY average, participation rates remain high 
for individuals living in households with 
children (80 percent) and those with very low 
income (virtually 100 percent), while they 
remain low for the elderly (28 percent), United 
States born children living with non-citizens (34 
percent), and individuals with income slightly 
above poverty (28 percent). The participation 
rate for those living in households with earnings 
(52 percent) is somewhat below the overall 
average. 
 
Using either measure, participation rates rose for 
many groups, including children, individuals 
living in single-parent families, TANF 
participants, those living in households with 
earnings, and those with very low income. 
Participation rates fell for disabled non-elderly 
adults, citizen children living with non-citizen 
adults, the elderly, and Social Security Income 
participants. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  USDA, Director,  Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410; or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay),  or (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-
relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


