
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Abstract 
 
This report examines data from the Current 
Population Survey (CPS) in order to analyze 
trends in free and reduced price certification and 
participation in the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) during the period of 1993-
1997. The data indicate that free certifications 
for NSLP as a percentage of CPS estimated 
eligibles have been increasing for several years 
and was 118% in 1997 (latest available).  
Moreover, although combined free and reduced 
price certifications as a percentage of estimated 
eligibles is still under 100%, this percentage has 
also been increasing for several years and will 
likely exceed 100% when 1998 CPS data is 
available. Nearly all states (49 of 51) had an 
increase in their total number of free and 
reduced price certifications as a percentage of 
estimated eligibles between 1993-1997.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Percentages are particularly high in the 
Southwest, Southeast, and Mid-Atlantic regions. 
CPS data on reported free and reduced price 
participation indicate that between 1993-1996 
there were participation increases at income 
levels both above and below 185% of poverty.  
Currently, 23.3 % of households with 
participants report income over 185% of poverty 
with 6.2 % of households having income above 
300% of poverty. Comparable percentages at the 
student level are 19.6% and 4.4%.  
 
Consideration of data and methodological issues 
indicates it is unlikely that these issues are the 
source of the high certification and participation 
rates among ineligibles suggested by the CPS 
data. Other large, nationally representative data 
sources confirm that certification and 
participation in the free and reduced price NSLP 
program by ineligibles is substantial. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  USDA, Director,  Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410; or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay),  or (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-
relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


