USDA Farm to School Team Monthly Report
April 2010

Site Visits:

On April 2, 2010, Regional offices, State agencies, and school districts received notice of the
Farm to School Team’s selection for 2010 site visits. The Team selected fifteen school districts in
nine areas across the country of varied demographics and implementation stages of a school’s
farm to school efforts. During these visits, the Team will work with local farmers, local and state
authorities, school districts, and community partners to analyze and assess variables that
support or deter farm-to-school activities, both from the school and farmer perspectives, as well
as the effects the district’s farm to school activities have had on the school and community. The
information gathered during these site visits will be used to develop and/or reissue appropriate
resource materials, guidance, and technical assistance for both schools and farmers.

On April 9, 2010, the selection for the Farm to School Team site visits was announced on the
Farm to School web site (http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/districts.htm).

The Farm to School Team Lead began scheduling visits to begin in May 2010. All visits will be
completed by the end of Fiscal Year 2010, with the majority of the visits occurring in May and
June of 2010.

Policy Development/Technical Assistance:

On April 19, 2010, the proposed rule, Geographic Preference Option for Procurement of
Unprocessed Agricultural Products in Child Nutrition Programs, was published in the Federal
Register. Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted to FNS by June 18, 2010.
Questions and answers related to farm to school procurement policies are being finalized and
will be posted to the Farm to School website in early May.

The Farm to School web site (http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/Default.htm) was updated to
include additional farm to school resources. The Team is beginning the development of
additional webpages that will focus on the operation and support of farm to school activities.
The webpages will include information on working with farmers and schools, distribution
models, impacts of farm to school, food safety, lessons learned and best practices, grants that
support farm to school activities, school and community resources, and supporting activities
(e.g., school gardens).

Meetings/Conferences/Presentations:

On April 1, 2010, core members of the Farm to School Team met with AMS and FNS food safety
staff to discuss farm to school challenges, trends, best practices and resources.

On April 12, 2010, presented an update on the Team’s activities at USDA's Fruit and Vegetable
Program’s Annual Industry Conference in Chicago, IL.

On April 12, 2010, the Farm to School Team Lead met with ERS staff members to discuss
research needs on farm to school activities

On April 27, 2010, a member of the Farm to School Team attended the Procurement and
Contracting Symposium: Agencies, Contractors, and Vendors in El Paso, TX. Information on the
USDA Farm to School initiative was shared.

On April 27-29, 2010, attend the Annual Kellogg Foundation Conference in Chandler, AZ. The
conference theme was food and community, and included discussions on farm to school efforts
and sustainable agriculture.
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e Members of the Farm to School Team continue to meet regularly with the National Farm to
School Network and School Food FOCUS, Farm to School stakeholders, to discuss future
collaborations on Farm to School activities.

e Regular meetings/conference calls are scheduled with core and resource team members.

Upcoming Events (Third Quarter FY2010):

1. Begin farm to school site visits to nine selected areas countrywide (6 areas in May & June and 3
areas in August & September 2010)

2. Participate and present at the 5™ Annual National Farm to Cafeteria Conference in Detroit, Ml
(May 17-19, 2010)

3. Present to the Fruit and Vegetable Nutrition Coordinators at CDC’s annual Association of State
and Territorial Public Health Nutrition Directors (ASTPHND) conference in Baltimore, MD (June
16, 2010)
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