USDA Farm to School Team Monthly Report
March 2010

Site Visits:
During the month of March, the Farm to School Team Lead and a representative from AMS
debriefed the Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan and the Deputy Under Secretaries and
Administrators of FNS and AMS to summarize the selection process and identify the final nine (9)
areas selected by the Farm to School Team for the 2010 farm to school site visits. The Department
plans to issue a press release to identify the nine (9) selected areas and notify the schools by the end
of the month.

The visits will be used to analyze and assess variables that support or deter farm to school activities,
both from the school and farmer perspectives. The information gathered during these site visits will
be used to develop and/or reissue appropriate resource materials, guidance, and technical
assistance for both schools and farmers. Visits will be completed by the end of Fiscal Year 2010,
with the majority of the site visits occurring during the months of April through June of 2010.

Policy Development/Technical Assistance:

e The proposed rule on geographic preference is currently in Departmental clearance.

e Procurement policy and memorandums related to farm to school have been added to the Farm
to School website at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/f2spolicy.htm. Question and answers
related to farm to school procurement policies, as well as information on strategies for
implementation of farm to school efforts, grant opportunities, and food safety will be added to
the website soon.

Meetings/Conferences/Presentations:

e On March 1, 2010, members of the Farm to School Team participated in the School Nutrition
Association’s Legislative Action Conference in Washington, D.C.

e On March 4-5, 2010, members of the Farm to School Team participated in The Drake Forum:
America’s New Farmers in Washington, D.C. The forum focused on policy and ideas reflecting
innovation and opportunities to support beginning farmers.

e On March 10, 2010, the Farm to School Team hosted their first webinar entitled “USDA Farm to
School: Opportunities to Increase Local Food in School Meals.” The webinar introduced the
Farm to School Team, the Team’s mission and goals for 2010, available resources, grant
opportunities, and answered questions from participants regarding Farm to School. Over 700
participant lines were activated, the second largest webinar ever hosted by USDA. A recording
of the webinar will be made available on the USDA Farm to School web site in early April.

e On March 11, 2010, a member of the Farm to School Team participated in FamilyFarmed.org
Expo at the University of lllinois, Chicago campus. The expo focused on “Financing from Farm to
Fork”. Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan provided the closing address on Reauthorization of
Child Nutrition Programs, USDA’s budget, the Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food initiative and
the USDA Farm to School Team.

e On March 12, 2010, a member of the Farm to School Team participated in a webinar hosted by
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation which highlighted the National Farm to School Network,
and a case study of Oregon’s farm to school activities.
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On March 19, 2010, members of the Farm to School Team met with representatives from the
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition to discuss farm to school focus and the goals and
mission of the Farm to School Team.

On March 25-27, 2010, several members of the Farm to School Team, the Child Nutrition
Division Director, and the Deputy Under Secretary Janey Thornton participated in School Food
FOCUS 2™ Annual Meeting and Real School Food Showcase. The team toured Chicago Public
Schools, participated in roundtable discussions related to farm to school activities, and engaged
in a dialog discussion regarding commodities, food supply chain, and farm to school.

On March 25, 2010, members of the Farm to School Team attended the Women and Working
Lands; Past, Present and Future, which focused on the growing market of women farmers.

On March 30, 2010, members of the Farm to School Team presented at the Fruit and Vegetable
Industry Advisory Committee, hosted by AMS, on the Farm to School Team’s purpose, goals and
activities.

Members of the Farm to School Team continue to meet regularly with the National Farm to
School Network and School Food FOCUS, Farm to School stakeholders, to discuss future
collaborations on Farm to School activities.

Regular meetings/conference calls are scheduled with core and resource team members.

Upcoming Events (Third Quarter FY2010):

1.

Continue clearance of “non significant” Proposed Rule on geographic preference (Expected
Departmental clearance in April 2010)

Begin visits to nine selected areas for the farm to school site visits — countrywide (April —June
2010)

Participation in Kellogg Foundation Annual Conference in Chandler, AZ (April 27-29, 2010)
Participate and present at the 5™ Annual National Farm to Cafeteria Conference in Detroit, Ml
(May 17-19, 2010)

Present to the Fruit and Vegetable Nutrition Coordinators at CDC’s annual Association of State
and Territorial Public Health Nutrition Directors (ASTPHND) conference in Baltimore, MD (June
16, 2010)
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