USDA’S FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE

Fighting Hunger and Improving Nutrition

The mission of USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS) is to increase food security and reduce hunger in
partnership with cooperating organizations by
providing children and low-income people with access
to food, a healthful diet, and nutrition education in a
manner that supports American agriculture and
inspires public confidence.

The Administration is committed to improving the
health and well-being of our Nation’s citizens and to
ensuring all Americans, especially children, have access
to a healthful diet.

FNS’ 15 nutrition assistance programs are our Nation’s
first line of defense against hunger. These programs
have never been more critical to combating hunger as
they reach one in four Americans over the course of a year. Working with State, local and
community partners provides greater opportunities to meet the challenges of ending
childhood hunger by 2015, passing groundbreaking child nutrition reauthorization
legislation, reducing the obesity epidemic, and balancing integrity while increasing access to
our anti-hunger safety net.

Hunger is a problem that the American community-based organizations, individuals, and
sense of fairness should not tolerate and corporations to help combat hunger in America.
American ingenuity can overcome.
Tom Vilsack
USDA Secretary Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

(SNAP) - Putting healthy food within reach.

Leading the Fight Against Hunger - e InFebruary 2010, 39.7 million low-
America’s Safety Net income people currently participate in SNAP
(formerly the Food Stamp Program) every
Did you know funding for nutrition assistance month, a record high. About half are children.
accounts for over half of the entire USDA annual
budget? e Sixty-six percent of those eligible participate
in SNAP. The number of low-income people
Funding for these programs has increased by more receiving SNAP benefits has more than
than 140 percent since 2001, to $82.3 billion doubled since July 2000.

(including ARRA funds) in 2009.
e Children in participating families are

In addition to our State and local government automatically eligible for free meals in the
partners, FNS maintains strong partnerships with N.atlonal SF}.IOOI_ Lunch Program through
food banks, anti-hunger organizations, faith- and direct certification.
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e SNAP benefits help strengthen our
communities. Every $5 in new SNAP benefits
generates $9.20 in local economic activity.
And SNAP has a record high payment accuracy
rate of 94.99 percent.

e Asof September 30, 2009, approximately
193,753 retail firms were authorized to
participate in SNAP, an increase of 20 percent
since FY 2005.

e Through nutrition education, SNAP recipients
learn how to make healthy food choices on a
limited budget and to include these food
choices in their everyday meals. USDA
provides recipes and helpful information to
prepare low-cost, nutritious, and tasty meals
on a budget. http://recipefinder.nal.usda.gov/

We believe no one in America should go hungry.

Improving America’s safety net against hunger is a

critical step in providing those most in need
access to a healthful diet every day.

e Inaddition to reimbursing schools for the
meals they serve, USDA provides nutritious
foods to schools through its USDA Foods
program. These foods represent 15-20
percent of products served in school meals.
USDA Foods are low in fat, sodium, and sugar.
They also play an important role in
improving nutrition in school meals to help
them meet the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans.

e More than 11 million children receive a
school breakfast every school day in more
than 84,000 schools.

Kevin Concannon
USDA Under Secretary for FNCS

School Meals Programs — Providing Nutritious
Meals to America’s Children

The HealthierUS School Challenge recognizes schools
creating healthy school environments by addressing
obesity, promoting good nutrition, and increasing
physical activity. Nearly 700 schools have been
certified Gold, Silver, or Bronze since the Challenge’s
inception. First Lady Michelle Obama and Secretary
Vilsack announced the expansion of the HealthierUS
School Challenge to include middle and high schools
and encouraged all schools to participate.

Did you know the National School Lunch
Program serves nutritionally balanced meals
to more than 31 million children in 101,000
schools and residential childcare institutions
each school day?

FNS is working hard to make school meals
nutritious as well as appealing to bring us closer
to ending childhood hunger by 2015 in order to

improve the health of our school children. « The Summer Food Service Program serves

more than 2.2 million low-income children
during the summer months FY 2008. USDA
works closely with national, State and local
partners to raise awareness of program
benefits, promote wider participation in
communities and, increase the number of
children receiving nutritious meals.

¢ The Federal Government reimburses schools
for every meal to help cover the cost of their
school meal programs. During the 2009-2010
school year, schools receive $2.68 for free
meals, $2.28 for reduced-priced meals, and
$0.25 for paid meals.
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Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

Did you know nearly half of all the children
born in the United States participate in the
WIC program?

e WIC serves low-income pregnant,
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, and
infants, and children up to age 5 who are at
nutritional risk. Currently, more than 9
million women, infants, and children receive
supplemental foods each month to meet their
special dietary needs through the WIC
Program.

e WIC is proven effective at helping low-
income mothers get their infants and
children off to a healthy start. Research
shows that WIC plays an important role in
improving birth outcomes and containing
health care costs. One study found that every
dollar spent on prenatal WIC participation for
low-income women saves $1.77 to $3.13 in
health care costs within the first 60 days after
birth.

Strengthening America’s Child Nutrition
Programs

This Administration proposed historic
investments in improving child nutrition
programs over the next 10 years. There is great
opportunity to improve access, enhance
nutritional quality of school meals, expand
nutrition research and evaluation, promote
strong wellness and physical activity policies,
and improve program oversight during the
Reauthorization of our child nutrition programs.

Through the passage of the Agriculture
Appropriations bill, Congress made an important
first step toward accomplishing these goals. We
will be able to improve children’s access to meals
during the summer, to further streamline the
process to determine eligibility for free or

reduced price school meals, and improve the
health and nutrition in child care settings.

ARRA - Building Stronger Communities

The Administration has taken aggressive steps to
stimulate the economy through a broad expansion
of economic opportunity in the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (AARA) of 2009. In addition
to providing tax relief for working families, job
training, income support and affordable housing
for low-income Americans. ARRA creates jobs and
provides immediate relief to millions of Americans
by increasing nutrition assistance benefits and
supporting the distribution of healthy foods.

¢ Nutrition Assistance: ARRA includes a $20
billion increase for SNAP, as well as funding
for the NSLP, WIC, The Emergency Food
Assistance Program and the Food
Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations, and WIC.

e Creating Jobs: ARRA is spurring job
creation while making long-term
investments in health care, education,
energy, and infrastructure. The recovery
plan will save or create about 3.5 million
jobs while investing in priorities that create
sustainable economic growth for the future.
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PROGRAM FACTS

GENERAL

In FY 2009, the Federal government spent over $80 billion to fund and operate the nutrition
assistance programs, representing more than 60% of USDA’s expenditures.

FNS programs serve 1 in 5 Americans in the course of a year. (This number is largely a function
of the National School Lunch Program.)

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES (2009-10)

% of Poverty Income for a Family of 4 Makes You Eligible for:

130% $28,665 per year; $2,389 SNAP/FDPIR
per month free school meals/CACFP
CSFP (elderly)
185% $40,793 per year; $3,400 reduced price school meals/CACFP
per month SFSP (at least 50% of families at this income level)
CSFP
wIC

farmer’s market programs

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP)

Served an average of 33.7 million low-income people each month

In FY 2007, served 66% of eligible people (latest available data)

Participants received an average monthly benefit of $124.45

FY 2008 national error rate was 5.0% - 4.0% overpayments and 1.0% underpayments
Program Level: $56.2 billion (includes Puerto Rico NAP, FDPIR and related activities)

THE SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM FOR WOMEN, INFANTS
AND CHILDREN (WIC)

Served an average of 9.1 million participants each month

Average monthly benefit is about $59 per recipient (food and services)

In 2007, WIC served about 59 percent of all eligible people, including:
e Over 80 percent of eligible infants;

About 65 percent of eligible pregnant women

Over 75 percent of post-partum women

About half of eligible children (ages 1 to 4)

Program Level: $7.0 billion

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM

Served about 31.2 million school children each school day, in over 101,000 schools and
residential child-care facilities; over 60% of meals served free or at reduced price

SY 2009-10 reimbursement rates: free - $2.68; reduced price - $2.28; paid - $0.25

In SY 2008-2009, reached 56.1% of children enrolled in school

program Level: $9.0 billion
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SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM

Served over 11.0 million school children each day, in over 88,000 schools and residential child-care
facilities

SY 2009-10 reimbursement rates: free - $1.46; reduced price - $1.16; paid - $0.26

In SY 2008-2009, reached 19.8% of school children, with over 75% of participating schools

serving low-income areas; over 80% of meals served free or at reduced price

Program Level: $2.6 billion

CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM

Served over 3.2 million children and seniors each day through child care institutions, adult day care
centers, and after-school care programs

SY 2008-2009 reimbursement rates same as for NSLP and SBP

About 76.8 % of meals provided free

Program Level: $2.5 billion

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM

Served over 2.2 million children during an average day in July 2009

2010 approximate maximum reimbursement rates: breakfast: $1.85; lunch/supper: $3.25; snack: $0.76
All meals are served in low-income areas and provided free

Program Level: $356 million

FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS

Served over 95,000 low-income Native Americans each month

Five States and 98 ITOs operated FDPIR on 243 Indian reservations
Average food package cost: $48.04 (per person/per month)
Program Level: $118.6 million

THE EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Distributed 653 million pounds of food through food pantries, emergency kitchens, and other
emergency food providers

Total value of TEFAP foods (entitlement and bonus): $621.3 million

Program Level: $773.5 million

THE COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM

Served about 23,300 low-income women, infants, and children, and over 443,000 low-income
elderly people, in an average month.

Operated in 36 States and Indian tribal organizations

Average elderly food package cost: $17.31 (per person/per month)

Average women-infant-children food package cost: $25.26 (per person/per month)

Program Level: $165.5 million




