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Recruitment and use of
volunteers at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center of Greater Pitts-
burgh’s (JCC) Summer Food Ser-
vice site is unique in a variety of
ways. Most significantly, the JCC
helps keep seniors active through
volunteerism. AgeWell Pitts-
burgh’s Independent Adult Ser-
vices Department recruits seniors
within the local community. In
addition, many senior volunteers
who are returning to the program
encourage friends and acquaint-
ances to participate. They are
instrumental in reaching out to
potential new volunteers by ex-
pressing enthusiasm for the pro-
gram and explaining all the excit-
ing things it has to offer.

In addition, our senior vol-
unteers help bridge intergenera-
tional gaps. The children and
youth who attend the summer
food service program have the
opportunity to interact with a
completely different generation
of individuals with different life
experiences, stories, and ideas.
In addition, the communication
and interaction between senior

volunteers and youth is very
important because it helps
break down negative stereo-
types about older adults. Par-
ticipants get to see independ-
ent older adults who continue
to be active in the community
and play an important role in
the success of the program.

Our location is the only
kosher food service program in
our area. As such, we separate
milk from the meal by offering
it one hour earlier to partici-
pants. Volunteers not only
serve milk to attendees from 10
-11 am, but also provide the set
-up and demonstration of a va-
riety of craft projects such as
pinwheels, sand art, picture
frames, bookmarks, masks, and
slap bracelets. Many families
attend the program, and our
senior volunteers encourage
them to interact with each
other and cooperate in the
creation of these fun projects
during the milk distribution
hours.
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The senior volunteers
help to bridge cultural barriers as
our program not only attracts the
broader community, but also the
Jewish Orthodox community.
The program is set in a commu-
nity building where people of dif-
ferent cultures and backgrounds
interact. They ensure the smooth
and successful operation of the
Summer Food Service Program by
bringing people together.

The volunteers are par-
ticularly effective as they are reli-
able and dedicated to both the
program and community at large.
They strongly believe in the mis-
sion of the program, and their
kindness and generosity can be
felt by all who attend. They are
instrumental to the success of
the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram at the JCC.

Food that’s in when school is out.
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Photo 2: A child
creating fun and
beautiful sand
art pictures
during milk
distribution
hours




