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The Griffin Center programs
operate summer day camps
at three sites located within
the community spaces of the
East St Louis, Il Public Hous-
ing Authority's housing com-
plexes: The Roosevelt
Homes, The Orr-Weathers
Homes and the John de-
Shields Homes. We serve
breakfast and lunch to all
children enrolled in our free
day camp and additionally to
any other age eligible chil-
dren who come in just for
the meals. Very low income
families inhabit these com-
plexes and crime is rife. Our
Agency has operated these
free day camps for over 25
years and have used the
Summer Feeding Program
for most of those years.

Day campers are ages 6-13
years, but many older chil-
dren come in just for the
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meals, especially teens

who were former campers.

We post the entire
monthly menu which gen-
erates great interest, espe-
cially from the older chil-
dren.

Griffin Center lunches are
not the traditional
"chokes" (cold sandwiches
served in a brown bag).
Rather these lunches are
home cooked meals pre-
pared in one of the Hous-
ing Authority kitchens by
local cooks who season
and prepare the food just
the way the children like.

On the day the pictures
were taken at the Roose-
velt Center, the menu con-
sisted of barbecued
chicken, turnip greens,
corn bread and margarine,
milk and shape-ups (100%

juice frozen into a push up)

Over 100 children were
served that day, including a
number of older children
who were not enrolled in
summer day camp.

We feel that success in at-
tracting older children
comes from advertising the
menu, but most of all by
having a menu that is ca-
tered to the tastes of the
children while maintaining
the nutritional standards
mandated by the Summer
Feeding Program.

Food that’s in when school is out.
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