


Session ObjectivesSession Objectives

Communicate the Federal vision and 
goals for collaboration
Apply approaches and strategies used 
by other States to put SNAP into action
Utilize the SNAP process to link & 
increase reach of nutrition education



FNS Programs:FNS Programs:
Reaching People Across Generations...

Touching the lives of 1 in 5 Americans each year…



Focus of FNS Nutrition Focus of FNS Nutrition 
EducationEducation

Focus is on health promotion & primary 
prevention  to achieve longer, healthier, 

more productive lives.

Healthy eating & active 
living.



Objectives 
Improved food security
FNS program participants make healthy 
food choices
Improved nutritional quality of meals, food
packages, commodities, and other program    
benefits.

FNS Strategic Goal for FNS Strategic Goal for 
Nutrition : Nutrition : Improved nutrition of 
children and low income people



Overarching StrategiesOverarching Strategies for for 
FNS Strategic Goal 1FNS Strategic Goal 1

Promote use of integrated 
and cross-program 
approaches
Implement comprehensive 
interventions

Goal 1: Improved nutrition of children and 
low income people



Why Integrated and CrossWhy Integrated and Cross--
Program Approaches ?Program Approaches ?

All programs are not created equally
Advance key priorities 
Promote consistent behaviors across-programs
Create synergy and expand reach & intensity of 
efforts
Programs serve families & members are  
served by multiple programs 
Link food & education benefits



What have we accomplished?What have we accomplished?



AchievementsAchievements
Reframed programs as “Nutrition Assistance 
Programs”
Consolidated nutrition objectives
Reorganized nutrition services in FNS
Encouraged use of behavioral strategies
Reemphasized collaboration/partnerships
Established an annual priority setting process
Convened National cross-program meeting 
Implemented the SNAP process





Networking SessionNetworking Session
Purpose: To identify one common state-
wide nutrition education goal and to 
develop a collaborative cross-program plan 
that FNS Programs will work together to 
achieve in each State.

Over 300 people
47 state agencies
participated



State Nutrition Action Plans (SNAP):State Nutrition Action Plans (SNAP):
Linking Across FNS Programs

Promote Healthy Eating and Active Lifestyles
Healthy Community/School Nutrition Environment
Create Role Models for Healthy Eating and Active Living
Partnerships and Collaborations to Prevent Overweight and Obesity 
Formulate Partnerships to Promote Fruit and Vegetable Intake 



How SNAP Supports  How SNAP Supports  
CollaborationCollaboration

Advocates use of joint planning
Assessing needs
Establishing priorities

Promotes use of a collaborative process in 
developing & implementing interventions
Supports delivery of consistent messages 
around key behaviors across programs.
Encourages replication and modification of 
interventions that work.



Federal Activities Federal Activities 
to Support SNAPto Support SNAP

Communicated with State 
Commissioners 
Established FNS Link portal site 
Surveyed State & Regional staff
Established ongoing communication 
mechanism 
Pre-conference communication with 
States
Established SNAP web site 



•Visit the SNAP Web site at 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/oane/SNAP/SNAP.htm.



Next StepsNext Steps
Share & build on achievements 
Update and/or initiate SNAP
Incorporate objectives and applicable tactics 
into program-based State Plans (WIC, FSP, 
Team Nutrition or other grants)
Provide support to SNAP Teams
Explore ways to reduce barriers  
Conduct regional cross-program meetings




