Farm Bill Nutrition Forums: Sample of Common Public Reauthorization Proposals

Food Stamp Outreach Coalition Meeting, November 17, 2005


	Program/Theme
	Proposal Cited at Nutrition Forums
(ideas mentioned at more than one forum; bold indicates frequently mentioned)

	FSP: Improving Program Access
	· Eliminate or align work requirements for ABAWDs/Eliminate ABAWD eligibility rules.

· Restore FSP eligibility immediately (remove time periods) for legal immigrants

· Eliminate face-to-face interview (for all households, for households with hardships, for certain types of households) at application and/or recertification

· Expand Combined Application Projects (CAP SSI/FSP joint applications) and extend opportunities for automatic enrollment in FSP similar to CAP.

· Continue national framework of FSP.

	FSP: Targeting Those in Need
	· Extend transitional benefits from 5 months to 6 or 12 months.

· Remove asset test (or increase asset limit by $2,000 or raise to $5,000 or $10,000)

· Increase income eligibility rules (to 150%, 180%, 185%) for all applicants or for certain subgroups

· Eliminate asset limit for certain subgroups like working poor families

· Increase/continue FSP outreach campaign nationwide and to certain subgroups (e.g. homeless or LIHEAP recipients)

· Simplify household composition rules to allow more separate households under certain circumstances

	FSP: Ensuring Adequate Benefits
	· Raise the minimum allotment to: $25, $30, $35, $50, $100.  Adjust for inflation annually
· Examine and increase Thrifty Food Plan, or use other USDA food plan

· Target minimum benefit to elderly and/or disabled

· Freeze standard deduction to offset other program expansions

· Double/increase standard deduction 

	FSP: Supporting Work
	

	FSP: Simplifying Complex Rules
	· Standardize the medical deduction

	FSP: Promoting Healthy Eating
	· Use the 2005 Dietary Guidelines as a basis for what is an allowable food purchase

· Provide incentives for the purchase of fruits and vegetables (expand existing State & non-USDA programs) 

· Strengthen/increase investment in nutrition education


	Program/Theme
	Proposal Cited at Nutrition Forums
(idea mentioned at more than one forum; bold indicates frequently mentioned)

	FSP: Improving Federal-State Partnerships
	· Increase funding for FSP administration at the State level (raise reimbursement to 75%)
· Increase performance bonus money (change some of the measures)

	FSP: Other
	· Finalize renaming of FSP

	Nutrition Assistance in Puerto Rico
	

	FDPIR
	

	TEFAP
	· Maintain/increase TEFAP commodity and administrative funding

· Increase mandatory purchase level to $200 million or $500 million

	Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
	· Expand the program to serve more elderly
· Increase administrative funding

· Integrate local farmers into the program

· Increase income eligibility limits 

· Eliminate Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP) proposed rule as published in the Federal Register on May 26, 2005.

	CSFP
	· Raise income eligibility for seniors to 185%
· Provide additional funding to expand nationwide

· Provide additional funding for local fruit and vegetable produce (or Department of Defense Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Program)


Summaries can be found on our website at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/oane/Farm_Bill/FarmBillForums.htm
Comments from New York City, Cheyenne, Baltimore, Detroit, and Miami forums only.


