FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE (FNS)
COMBINED APPLICATION PROJECTS

	Standard Projects
	Modified Projects

	Approved Plans- 8
Implemented - 8
	Pending Plans - 0
	Approved Plans - 7
Implemented - 4
	Pending Plans - 1

	Florida
Louisiana
Massachusetts

Mississippi

New York

Pennsylvania

South Carolina

Washington State


	
	Arizona*
Kentucky

New Jersey*
North Carolina

Texas

Virginia

Wisconsin*

	West Virginia


· As part of FNS’ corporate priority to improve access to the Food Stamp Program (FSP), the agency is working in collaboration with regional offices, States and the Social Security Administration (SSA) to increase access to the nutrition benefits offered by the FSP for elderly and disabled populations receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

· The Combined Application Project (CAP) demonstrations make it much easier for the elderly and disabled SSI recipients to receive food stamps by reengineering the food stamp application process and eliminating the need for this population to visit the local food stamp office.  The combination of standardized benefits, minimal need for independent verification, and normally no need to go to the local offices has had produced significant increases in participation within the target population.

· Two types of projects are in operation.  The “standard” model includes simplified joint application processing by SSA as individuals apply for or are recertified for SSI.  The “modified” model does not require coordination with SSA.  Both models use information already provided to the State via the automated State Data Exchange system to identify and enroll SSI individuals using a streamlined application process.
· *New Jersey, Wisconsin and Arizona have been approved to operate projects, but have not yet implemented.  New Jersey plans to implement in the near future, Arizona is approved pending receipt and approval of an evaluation plan and Wisconsin plans to implement in January 2008. 
· Six States have either been invited or have expressed an interest in implementing projects (Idaho, Maryland, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah, Rhode Island).










































































































































