Vehicle Policy

States have the option of substituting the vehicle rules used in their TANF assistance
programs for FSP vehicle rules when it results in a lower attribution of household assets.
Some States provide non-cash benefit or service funded with TANF or TANF
Maintenance of Effort (MOE) money to confer categorical eligibility upon a larger
number of households as long as gross income does not exceed 200% of poverty.
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Vehicle Policy Con’t.

The alternative rules used have allowed 24 States to exclude the value of all vehicles
entirely. Of the remaining 24 States not using FSP rules, 16 totally exclude the value of at
least one vehicle per household. The other 8 exempt an amount higher than the FSP’s
standard auto exemption (currently set at $4,650) from the fair market value to determine
the countable resource value of a vehicle.
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