Expanded Categorical Eligibility

Expanding categorical eligibility for food stamp benefits is advantageous for more than
dealing with vehicles. It can simplify eligibility determination by eliminating the
requirement for other asset valuation and the application of the resource test. Households
where all members benefit from means-tested cash assistance programs are categorically
eligible for food stamps--as are those receiving means-tested non-cash benefits if the
program involved is funded with over 50 percent TANF or MOE money. State agencies
then have the option to expand this designation to households receiving a non-cash
benefit from programs wherein less than 50 percent of the funding comes from TANF or
MOE sources as long as the household’s gross income does not exceed 200 percent of the
poverty level.
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