Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

Developing the Response Publications
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Damage Assessment Considerations
	PRIVATE 
Consider
	Damage report recommendations

	Level of response needed
	The feeding programs appropriate for each area.  FNS offer mass feeding, household food distribution, and Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (D-SNAP).

	Number of people in need in particular areas
	Location and number of potential certification sites

	
	Alternative ways to define disaster areas (e.g., by power grid location, by neighborhood, by town, by county)


Damage Needs Analysis Checklist

	(()
	PRIVATE 
Information to Evaluate
	Possible Sources
	Notes

	
	Availability of State agency assets, such as computer systems and county/local offices.
	· County/local staff
	

	
	Other damage assessments
	(
FEMA's ESFs

(
American Red Cross

(
State Emergency Management

(
Highway Patrol/National Guard

(
Insurance companies
	

	
	Availability of authorized grocery stores in area
	(
FNS field office staff

(
County welfare office staff

(
Grocery store headquarters
· EBT processors
	

	
	Location and expected duration of power outages.  States should discuss data needs in advance with power companies.
	· Power companies
	

	
	Media reports; if possible, obtain videos of damage
	· Media (primarily television)
	

	
	Extent of disaster's effects, especially on food needs, on particular groups.  
	(
Advocate groups

(
Local ethnic groups

(
Churches
	

	
	Population and demographic statistics on:

(
Income levels (including FS/TANF participation)

(
Percentages of infant and elderly populations

(
Primary languages spoken
	(
State agency

(
FEMA

(
Material from pre-disaster planning
	

	
	ZIP code and topographical maps of the expanded area
	(
Post office

(
State agency

(
State/local fire dept/office
	

	
	Maps showing areas affected and intensity
	· FEMA
	

	
	FEMA aerial assessments


	· FEMA
	


Evaluating Food Aid Options
	PRIVATE 
If...
	Then...

	· Commercial channels of food distribution are not yet available, and
· Mass feeding alone cannot meet the food needs of affected populations
	A household commodity distribution program may be used as an interim measure until commercial channels of food distribution are available and the D-SNAP is operational.

	· There is a fairly small, isolated affected population, and
· That population's food needs are not being met by mass feeding
	A household commodity distribution program may be an option for a small, isolated area.

	· Channels of food distribution are available, and
· Mass feeding cannot meet the food needs of the affected population
	A D-SNAP or modified Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) should be operated.

	· The disaster has affected both densely and sparsely populated areas, and
· Commercial channels of food distribution are only partially available in urban areas, and
· Mass feeding cannot meet the food needs of the affected populations
	A D-SNAP could be operated in the densely populated areas, and a household food distribution program could be considered where commercial channels of food are not yet available.

Note:  Household commodity distribution and D-SNAP may operate in a given disaster area simultaneously.  However, States must take measures to ensure that households do not participate in both programs.


Disaster vs. Modified SNAP
	PRIVATE 
Factors to Suggest D-SNAP
	Factors to Suggest Modified SNAP

	Damage is so severe or widespread that regular application procedures would be too cumbersome
	Affected population small enough so that local offices can respond to needs

	Affected populations need benefit of less strict SNAP eligibility criteria and/or access to benefits more quickly than regular program can provide
	Affected population mostly the same population that is already eligible for SNAP

	Nature of disaster is such that many households will not have verification required by regular program
	No impact on access to documents

	Number of waivers that would be required in order to adequately address victims' needs would be confusing and administratively difficult to implement
	Only minor or very few modifications needed to regular program in order to adequately meet victims' needs


Disaster SNAP Options
	PRIVATE 
Element to be Decided
	Program Options
	Relevant Factors

	Time for accepting applications
	Suggested length: 5 to 7 days.
Note: it is better to start with fewer days and extend the D-SNAP if necessary.
	· Number of potential applicants

· Potential for fraud

	Treatment of 

on-going cases
	Supplement current allotment for ongoing household up to maximum allotment for household’s size.
	· Number of on-going recipients

· Total number of potential recipients

· Security at application/issuance sites

	
	Treat on-going cases and disaster cases the same.
	

	
	Serve on-going cases at different locations.
	

	Food Loss
	Allow food loss as the sole criterion for eligibility.
	State agencies are in the best position to decide on the use of loss of food (food damaged by disaster event or spoiled due to power outage, which is likely when outages exceed 4 hours) as an eligibility factor when food loss is the only loss to the household due to the disaster.  The State agency will need to consider its ability to handle increased applications if food loss without other disaster related losses is used as an acceptable D-SNAP eligibility qualifier.  The State agency must include in their request to FNS to operate a D-SNAP a statement in regard to its decision on use of food loss as an eligibility factor.

	Issuance Method
	Immediate on-site issuance
Mailing of EBT cards and PINS
General EBT issuance
	· Number of potential applicants

· Site security

· Reliability of mail system

· Whether mass feeding or other food is available for next few days
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