Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

Eligibility Determination System 
Anti-fraud Requirements

D-SNAP operations can be more vulnerable to fraud than regular SNAP program operations due to less stringent certification standards and large numbers of applicants moving through multiple application sites within a relatively short period of time.  In order to deter and detect D-SNAP fraud, State agencies must be able to enter information on all applicant household members and all denied applications into their D-SNAP eligibility determination systems and to perform duplicate participation checks against other D-SNAP cases and regular SNAP cases.  

All State agencies must test their D-SNAP certification and issuance systems to ensure that the systems meet the above requirements and are ready to operate in the aftermath of a disaster.  This test must be performed regardless of whether those D-SNAP systems are distinct and separate from the regular program system or a set of workarounds to be applied to regular SNAP eligibility systems,  State agencies must perform initial tests of their systems and FNS Regional Offices must review documentation of the test results by October 2010.  

FNS does not require annual testing of systems, but does require Regional Offices to take a risk-based approach to determine how frequently each individual State should retest.  Criteria for retesting should at least include the initial construction of a new D-SNAP eligibility determination system, and the modification of an existing system, but may also include other events that the Regional Office determines warranting retesting.

